
The Evers Record: Selected Issues  
 
 

Higher Taxes 
 
2019-2020 Legislative Session Tax Hikes 

 Vetoed $496 million middle class income tax cut (note: this was his first legislative act as 
Governor) – Source: 2019 Assembly Bill 4 

 Proposed 8-cent per gallon increase in the state gas tax ($485 million) – Source: 2019-2021 
Executive Budget 

 Proposed an automatic increase in the gas tax every year – Source: Source: 2019-2021 Executive 
Budget 

 Proposed taxing middle class manufacturing jobs by decreasing the manufacturing tax credit 
($516 million) – Source: 2019-2021 Executive Budget 

 Proposed increase in capital gains tax ($505 million) - Source: 2019-2021 Executive Budget  

 Proposed miscellaneous income tax increases on S-corporations and LLCs ($362 million) - 
Source: 2019-2021 Executive Budget 

 Proposed allow local governments to increase property taxes by 2% per year by allowing them 
to exceed state-imposed property tax caps - Source: 2019-2021 Executive Budget 

 Proposed to increase in the energy tax on monthly electric and heating bills (note: rate increase 
to be set by his utility commission) - Source: 2019-2021 Executive Budget 

 Evers again vetoed a middle class income tax cut. This tax cut was passed by GOP lawmakers 
after a state surplus was announced, but Evers vetoed it. Source: 2019 Senate Bill 821 

 
2021-2022 Legislative Session Tax Hikes 

 Proposed a $481 million tax increase on middle class manufacturing jobs by decreasing the 
manufacturing tax credit - Source: 2021-2023 Executive Budget 

 Proposed a $540 million tax increase on businesses through miscellaneous tax hikes - Source: 
2021-2023 Executive Budget 

 Proposed to double the energy tax paid on monthly electric an heating bills ($200 million) 2021-
2023 Executive Budget 

 Proposed allowing an increase in the sales tax in most cities (1/2 cent) and counties (1/2 cent) 
for a combined 1-cent increase in most areas - 2021-2023 Executive Budget 

 Proposed allowing local governments to increase property taxes by 2% per year by allowing 
them to exceed their state-imposed tax caps - 2021-2023 Executive Budget 

 Vetoed the repeal of the personal property tax ($200 million) which businesses must pay each 
year on their furniture and other tangible property – Source: 2021 Assembly Bill 191.  

 
 

Crime 
 
Amid the calls for bail reform and removal of the catch-and-release Milwaukee County DA responsible 
for releasing the offenders on low/no bail who committed the Waukesha massacre driver and Deer 
District  shooting, here are some headlines involving Evers. 
 



Headline: Evers won't take a stance on bail reform: https://www.wkow.com/news/capital-city-
sunday-evers-wont-take-a-stance-on-bail-reform/article_5da5c046-969e-11ec-bed6-
3f4f738f9b75.html  
 
Headline: What bail reforms would Gov. Evers favor? He won't say: 
https://www.wkow.com/news/what-bail-reforms-would-gov-evers-favor-he-wont-
say/article_c947248e-9699-11ec-a83e-03874d029080.html  
 
Headline: Gov. Evers Won't Remove Milwaukee DA Amid Petition: 
https://patch.com/wisconsin/waukesha/gov-evers-wont-remove-milwaukee-da-amid-petition  
 
Headline: Evers too busy to talk to families of homicide victims: https://empowerwisconsin.org/evers-
too-busy-to-talk-to-families-of-homicide-victims/  
 
 
In addition, here are a few crime related vetoes: 

 Vetoed 2021 Senate Bill 119 that would have reduced state aid payments to cities that decided 
to defund the police 

 Vetoed 2021 Senate Bill 296, a bill passed in response to the Kenosha and Madison riots that 
would have established criminal penalties for participating in a riot 

 Vetoed 2021 Assembly Bill 827, which would have increased penalties for smash-and-grab retail 
thefts like those that occur during riots 

 Vetoed 2021 Assembly Bill 777, which provided additional funding to cities to hire more police 
officers to address car thefts and car jackings (an epidemic in Milwaukee) 

 Vetoed 2021 Assembly Bill 828, which attempted to address a dire shortage of prison guards in 
Wisconsin by increasing wages for security personnel at state prisons 

 
Too Busy To Meet With Crime Victims 
In addition, Evers had a really bad segment on a local Sunday morning political news show. In the 
segment, he refused to condemn the elimination of cash bail, and said that he had not met with any 
Milwaukee crime victims because his schedule is too busy. Story on his comments from the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel: 
 
“Gov. Tony Evers cited a "busy schedule" in an interview that aired Sunday when asked when he last 
met with the family of a homicide victim from Milwaukee.  
  
In a pre-taped segment on WKOW-TV, the first-term Democrat said he had met with those affected by 
the attack on the Waukesha Christmas Parade but did not directly address when he had met with those 
who lost loved ones in Milwaukee. 
 
"I did in the Waukesha occasion. I met with several of the families there. I may have before that, but I, 
you know, I've got a busy schedule,” Evers said.” 
 

Farming 
 
Josh Kaul and the Evers DNR sided with the radical environmental groups in court to oppose the permits 
farmers needed for wells to irrigate their crops and give their cows life-sustaining drinking water.  As a 
result, 8 farms who had well permits issued by the DNR under Governor Walker had their permits 

https://www.wkow.com/news/capital-city-sunday-evers-wont-take-a-stance-on-bail-reform/article_5da5c046-969e-11ec-bed6-3f4f738f9b75.html
https://www.wkow.com/news/capital-city-sunday-evers-wont-take-a-stance-on-bail-reform/article_5da5c046-969e-11ec-bed6-3f4f738f9b75.html
https://www.wkow.com/news/capital-city-sunday-evers-wont-take-a-stance-on-bail-reform/article_5da5c046-969e-11ec-bed6-3f4f738f9b75.html
https://www.wkow.com/news/what-bail-reforms-would-gov-evers-favor-he-wont-say/article_c947248e-9699-11ec-a83e-03874d029080.html
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https://empowerwisconsin.org/evers-too-busy-to-talk-to-families-of-homicide-victims/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2022/02/27/evers-cites-busy-schedule-when-asked-meeting-victims-families/6964223001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2022/02/27/evers-cites-busy-schedule-when-asked-meeting-victims-families/6964223001/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/11/21/waukesha-christmas-parade-incident-what-we-know-and-dont-know/8714547002/


overturned in court.  Kaul argued in favor of the environmental groups, and the Evers DNR literally 
reversed their position and asked the court to throw out the permits they had previously issued under 
the Walker Administration.  The case is called Clean Wisconsin vs. DNR.  In a separate, but related case, 
they successfully argued to have the Court grant the DNR the authority to tell farmers how many cows 
they can have on their farm.  So now, thanks to Josh Kaul and Tony Evers, the DNR gets to determine 
how many cows farmers are allowed to have in America’s Dairyland. 
 
Tony Evers is incredibly proud of his effort to sue farmers to block their well permits. In an article from 
the March 30, 2022 edition of the Inter County  Leader newspaper (Polk County) where Evers discusses 
that case, he says the ruling is “good news” and “a real positive ruling” and that allowing the DNR to 
“cap the number of animals on a farm” is a “big win.” 
 
The Evers Administration also proposed to anti-farmer rules that were so bad that they ultimately had to 
withdraw them: 
 

 ATCP 51 – would have imposed numerous costly burdens on dairy farmers, and would have 
made it much easier for local governments to block new or expanded dairy farms. The 
aggressive setback requirements for new manure pits would have made it impossible for almost 
every existing dairy farm to expand. The rule was so bad, and backlash so significant, that 
disgraced former Evers DATCP Sec. Brad Pfaff had to withdraw the rule. 
 

 NR 151 – The DNR proposed incredibly expensive to new requirements for dairy farms and corn 
growers. The rule was opposed by WMC, Farm Bureau, Corn Growers Association, and several 
other agribusiness groups. The rules estimated cost exceeded $1 billion, and the Corn Growers 
indicated the rule would kill the ethanol industry in Wisconsin. Like ATCP 51, this rule was so 
bad and so anti-farmer that the DNR was forced to withdraw the rule. 

 
 

Energy 
 
Tony Evers is doing his best to import the failed energy policies of states like California – where much of 
his campaign cash comes from – to Wisconsin.  It’s a recipe for higher gas prices, higher electricity 
prices, and higher home heating costs – all of which will hurt Wisconsin families, workers, and 
employers. 
 

 Committed Wisconsin to the terms of the absurd “Paris Climate Accord.” 

 Announced a plan to eliminate all fossil fuel-based electricity by 2050 

 Twice introduced a budget to double the energy tax on the monthly electricity and heating bills 
of homeowners and businesses. 

 Attempted to disqualify future fossil fuel energy projects by implementing a “social cost of 
carbon” penalty, versus the cost of wind or solar projects. 

 Evers rolled out a new energy plan in April of 2022 that includes numerous policies that would 
increase the cost of energy in Wisconsin, including a California-style “Low Carbon Fuel Standard” 
that would dramatically increase the price of gasoline by essentially imposing the equivalent of a 
carbon tax on gas. 

 The Evers DNR has spent years delaying the permits necessary to reroute Enbridge Line 5, a key 
piece of energy infrastructure in Wisconsin that delivers light crude oil and propane for home 
heating. 

https://osce.wi.gov/Documents/SOW-CleanEnergyPlan2022.pdf


Vetoing Common Sense Reforms 
 
Earlier this year, Tony Evers vetoed a large number of bills sent to his desk by the Republican Legislature, 
including the following bills that address real problems: 

AB-446 Reading Readiness (Kitchens, Joel) Reading readiness assessments and granting rule-making 
authority. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-777 Policing Grants (Cabral-Guevara, Rachael) Grants to political subdivisions for additional policing 
and strategic planning to combat crime and grants for beat patrol and specialized officers. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-827 Theft Acts (Vos, Robin) Multiple acts of theft committed in concert and providing a penalty. 
Vetoed (Link) 

AB-829 Mandatory Minimum Sentencing (Brandtjen, Janel) Mandatory minimum sentence for three or 
more convictions for retail theft and providing a penalty. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-831 Talent Attraction Campaign (Rozar, Donna) A law enforcement marketing campaign Vetoed 
(Link) 

AB-832 Law Enforcement Training Reimbursement (Callahan, Calvin) Increasing the law enforcement 
training reimbursement. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-888 Veteran Talent Attraction (VanderMeer, Nancy) Talent attraction and retention initiatives 
focusing on veterans. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-903 Gifted and Talented Student Programs (Petryk, Warren) Programs for gifted and talented 
pupils. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-912 Government Power & Authority (Swearingen, Rob) Limited the authority of government to 
impose emergency power to regulate businesses like those imposed during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Vetoed (Link) 

AB-932 Apprenticeship Programs (Oldenburg, Loren) Requiring certain efforts to expand and promote 
the apprenticeship and youth apprenticeship programs. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-940 Talent Attraction (Armstrong, David) Implementation of talent attraction and retention 
initiatives. Vetoed (Link) 

AB-941 CDL Drivers (Pronschinske, Treig) A commercial driver recruitment program. Vetoed (Link) 

 

Evers’s First Budget: Lowlights 
 
Despite stating during the final week of the campaign that he would not raise taxes, his budget contains 
at least $1.6 billion in new taxes and mandatory fees over the span of the budget cycle. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB446
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126884/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20446.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB777
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126915/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20777.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB827
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126916/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20827.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB829
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126918/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20829.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB831
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126920/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20831.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB832
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126933/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20832.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB888
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126936/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20888.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB903
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126925/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20903.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB912
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126926/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20912.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB932
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126956/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20932.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB940
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126942/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20940.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2021/REG/AB941
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2022/04/08/file_attachments/2126957/Signed%20Veto%20Message%20-%20AB%20941.pdf


 
Governor Evers’ budget also contains numerous policy changes that will harm employers, employees, 
and our overall economy. Following is a list of concerning items that we know are in the budget – we 
suspect to identify more items after additional time to review the document: 
 

 Increases taxes on manufacturers by an estimated $279 million per year 
 

 Increases income taxes on capital gains by about $250 million per year 
 

 Loosens property tax caps and institutes an annual automatic 2% property tax increase that we 
estimate to raises taxes on homeowners and businesses by $220 million per year 
 

 Allows the PSC to unilaterally increase energy taxes on monthly electric and heating bills for 
homeowners and businesses 
 

 Eliminates the requirement that online sales taxes collected from out of state buyers must be 
used to reduce Wisconsin income taxes  
 

 Increases the minimum wage to $8.25 in 2020, $9.00 in 2021, and annual increases to the CPI 
thereafter 
 

 Expands Wisconsin’s Family & Medical Leave Act to small businesses with 25 or more 
employees, and expands mandatory leave events for all employers 
 

 Repeals Right to Work, thereby forcing employees to pay union dues against their will 
 

 Eliminates drug testing requirements for food stamps and BadgerCare health insurance benefits 
 

 Reinstitutes prevailing wage requirements, which will increase the cost of state and local 
construction projects and place non-union contractors at a competitive disadvantage 
 

 Repeals WMC-backed reforms that prohibit local governments from imposing more stringent 
family leave policies, hours of work, overtime, and minimum benefit requirements on 
businesses 
 

 Allows possession of marijuana for recreational use for up to 25 grams, while legalizing medical 
marijuana 
 

 Expands the taxpayer-subsidized BadgerCare health insurance entitlement program, which will 
shift even more cost to employer-sponsored health plans 
 

 Requires Wisconsin to be 100% carbon free by 2050 
 

 Increases the gas tax by 8-cents per gallon, or about $240 million per year 
 

 Automatically increases the gas tax every year by the CPI  
 

 Increases heavy truck registration and titling fees by $36 million per year  



 

 Increases weekly unemployment benefit payments by about 10% 
 

 Automatically increases weekly unemployment benefit payments annually by the CPI  
 

 Allows fired employees to collect unemployment benefits even if terminated for substantial 
fault 
 

 Scales back work search requirements for people collecting unemployment benefits 
 

 Adds 24 new tax auditors that include a special focus on corporate tax collections 
 

 Defunds the $7 million talent attraction campaign focused on drawing workers from 
surrounding states, and marketing Wisconsin to military veterans at bases throughout the 
country 

 


