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Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce (WMC) appreciates the opportunity to testify in support 
of Senate Bill 573, as amended by Senate Substitute Amendment 2 and Senate Amendment 1 
to the substitute amendment. WMC supports this amended proposal as it authorizes private 
sector businesses to offer electric vehicle (EV) charging stations while also preventing taxpayer-
funded charging stations from unfairly competing with the private sector.  
 
WMC is the largest general business association in Wisconsin, representing approximately 
3,800 member companies of all sizes, and from every sector of the economy. Since 1911, our 
mission has been to make Wisconsin the most competitive state in the nation to do business. 
That mission includes advocating for legislation that provides regulatory certainty for Wisconsin 
businesses and ensures a level playing field for businesses to compete. 

WMC initially opposed Senate Bill 573, as introduced, as the bill authorized both state and local 
government-owned charging stations that were public-facing and could compete with the 
private sector. However, we appreciate the work of the bill’s authors, Senator Cowles and 
Representative VanderMeer, to address the concerns of WMC as well as other stakeholders. 
The modified proposal before you today is a product that can be supported by Wisconsin’s 
business community. 

The amended proposal, like the original bill, clarifies that a business that provides the use of EV 
charging stations to customers for a fee are not utilities, provided the charging station gets 
electricity from its incumbent electric utility and other key requirements are met. However, the 
amended proposal generally prohibits government-owned charging stations, with a couple of 
key exceptions: 

1. A government entity may own a charging station that is used solely to charge 
government-owned or leased vehicles.  

2. A local government entity may authorize a private business to own and operate a 
charging facility on government-owned property. 

In other words, just as a local government can own a gas pump to fuel its own fleet vehicles, 
this proposal (as amended) allows a local government to own an EV charging station to charge 



  

its own electric vehicles. Or, if a local government wishes to site a charging station on 
government-owned land, it can authorize a private company to do so. 

Deploying charging stations is expensive. Capital costs include the acquisition of land, extending 
electric infrastructure to the site, and the purchase of charging equipment and credit card 
payment devices necessary to accept payment. It is not unreasonable to expect that a small 
charging station with only one or two chargers would involve upfront costs up to $200,000. 
After installation, charging facilities will generate significant operation and maintenance costs 
as well.   

It is patently unfair to suggest that state and local governments should be allowed to charge 
taxpayers for the considerable capital, maintenance and operating costs associated with 
charging stations, while private businesses must pay those costs out of their own pockets. This 
unfair financial advantage would undercut competitiveness, and would likely result in less 
private investment in charging infrastructure.  

Opponents of this revised proposal may speak of a lack of desire of private businesses to site a 
charging facility in a certain community, or a certain part of the state. However, current law 
does not provide a practical way for private companies to offer EV charging to the public for a 
fee. In short, this should not be deemed a so-called “market failure,” as the market simply 
hasn’t been given the chance to compete. 

The proposal thus allows private businesses to enter a developing market and meet a growing 
consumer demand, while it also prevents unfair competition from taxpayer-funded EV charging 
stations. WMC urges committee members to support SB 573, as amended by both Senate 
Substitute Amendment 2 and Senate Amendment 1 to the substitute amendment. 

Thank you for your consideration. I am happy to answer any questions. 


